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Introduction
What could be exciting about a rack 

that holds your A/V gear?  I’ve had many 
such devices come and go over the years 
and, until now, I’ve never given them much 
thought.  I never considered the A/V rack 
to be an integral part of the system.  Audiav, 
a company I wasn’t even familiar with until 
they contacted me about a review, was 
pretty gung-ho about their product being 
vastly different, and according to their CEO, 
industry trend-setting.  My skeptical side 
kicked in and I thought to myself “Great, 
another company trying to push an AV rack 
on me that won’t meet my needs.” I figured 
it would either: a) not have the proper width 
or depth to handle my equipment, b) fail to 
have enough support on each shelve to rest 
my 100lb+ amplifiers, or c) have aesthetics 
that only the Borg could appreciate.  

Audiav fed me the sales pitch about their 
racks, pointed me to a website that seemed 
pretty basic to navigate though lacked some 
of the details I was looking for.  But there 
were some redeeming qualities to what I 
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was seeing about their products.  I noted 
the very diverse configurability of their 
shelving systems, and the fact their racks 
come in a wide variety of heights. Their 
shelves are 19.25” W x 23.2” D which will 
virtually house any known A/V equipment 
out there including my old favorite Aragon 
110lbs 8008x5 5CH amplifier that measures 
in at nearly two feet deep!  Try fitting that 
on your run of the mill A/V rack.  

I set aside my skepticism for the moment, 
and ordered a 4’ version (hence the name 
C4) of the Crystal rack in black to match 
my 7’ tall Middle Atlantic rack.  My unit was 
configured with 4 shelves, 1 of which had the 
extra support and EMI/RFI shielding with 
the magnetic shield option.  I also ordered 
additional cross braces for added structural 
support.  My only hope was that the Audiav 
rack didn’t look cheap or have shoddy build 
quality in comparison to my Middle Atlantic 
rack, and that it was truly sturdy enough to 
handle the serious poundage I was going to 
place upon it.   
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Build Quality
According to Audiav, the Crystal Series 

A/V Rack from Audiav is designed for the 
serious audiophile & videophile interested in 
a noticeable upgrade in system performance 
through “authentic element shields and anti-
resonant engineering”.  I would be the 
first to question whether or not a rack 
can in fact “improve” the performance of 
your equipment, but will concede that a 
stable, non-resonant shelving platform is a 
good thing, especially for DVD transports, 
turntables and gaming systems.  With that 
in mind, I noted many of the unique features 
found on the Crystal Series A/V Rack 
system that makes it stand out among all 
of its peers.  
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•	 Optional EMF Magnetic Gauss 
Shielding for Signature shelves

•	 Optional styling with Decor Matching 
Fascia & Side Kits 

•	 Optional extra Advanced Wire 
Management sections 

•	 Optional Heavyweight Crossbar / 
AudiavNet support designs

•	 Optional custom coating, anodizing 
and sized units available 

•	 Optional removable Extra Shelf 
expands the number of slots for your 
components

Crystal Series C4 Review 
Summary

Manufacturer: Audiav 
Overall Rating: 5/5 Stars 

MSRP: $4,152 (as configured)
www.audiav.com

 Pros
•	 Unparalleled build quality and 

structural integrity
•	 Easy to assemble
•	 Modular design makes it easy to 

expand and/or modify

 Cons
•	 Expensive
•	 May cause equipment envy

•	 User defined infinitely adjustable 
vertical component spacing 

•	 Modular frame allows expansion with 
other Crystal Series designs 

•	 Inherent ‘Child-resistant’, ‘Pet-resistant’ 
and ‘Future proof’ configurations to 
elevate gear 

•	 Jewel encrusted, hand labored stainless 
steel Audiav shelf badging with serial 
number 

•	 Add or remove extra shelves as 
needed and as new audio / video 
formats progress 

•	 Extensive decoupled frame-to-platform 
anti-resonance protection for sonic 
perfection  

•	 Integrated Advanced Dual Wire 
Management capabilities for wire 
separation  

•	 Three to eight point adjustable shelf 
platform plane to framework support 

•	 Massive 400+ pound weight capability 
(w/ Signature & Crossbars) per 
infinitely adjustable shelf 

•	 Open side panels and headroom for 
thermal heat dissipation and easy 
hook-up  

•	 Rock solid even stance with included 
adjustable leveling feet 

•	 Active / passive Earth ground link 
terminal topology 

•	 Completely collapsible in seconds 
allowing for easy single person 
relocation 

•	 Seamless heavyweight adjustable frame 
jointing and supports 

•	 Majestic styling with décor-matching 
optional exotic fascia 

•	 Endless upgradeability and equipment 
compatibility options   

•	 Coating, anodizing and custom sized 
units available 

•	 Bubble level, measuring tape and slide 
lock keys included 

•	 Optional Granite Signature EMI+ 
shielded shelf  

•	 Optional Composite Signature EMI+ 
shielded shelf 

•	 48” Total Height 

•	 25.5” Total Width 

•	 19.25” W x 23.2” D Interior Dimensions 

•	 Infinitely adjustable platform heights 

•	 Three (3) Standard Shelf platforms 

•	 Three-stage vibration control -  
(two in shelf, one in polymer decouples) 

•	 Tweakable 3-12 point decoupling  
w/ low durometer polymer discs 

•	 45, 90, 135, 180, 225, 270 & 315  
degree expandable 

•	 Fully modular and connectable  
with other Crystal Series racks 

•	 Collapsible & simple to setup w/  
“No Screw” framework 

•	 Jewel encrusted “Audiav”  
gemstone emblem 

•	 All specialized tools, bubble level  
& setup kit included 

•	 Removable metal endcaps  
w/ shot fillable uprights 

•	 80 to 400+ pound weight capacity  
per shelf 

•	 Large, adjustable, leveling base feet 

•	 Unique Advanced Wire Management 

•	 Mixed narrow and wide support bars 

•	 Single heavyweight crossbar support 

•	 Massive AudiavNet Spider design 
crossbar support 

•	 Side / Fascia kits custom match room 
decor 

•	 Custom framework color coating 

•	 Fully upgradeable frame & shelving 

•	 Revolutionary airflow paths w/ side kits 
(unhindered bottom-to-top convection) 

•	 Aeronautical grade lightweight frame 
& removable shelving allows for easy 
relocation 

•	 Add or remove extra shelves as needed 

•	 Optional polished Granite Signature  
Shelf Platforms

•	 Optional Quad HPL coated,  
Composite Signature layered platform 

•	 Optional Quad HPL coated Signature 
platforms include EMI, RFI, ESD,  
Thermal & vibration blocking layers

Audiav Crystal Series C4  Specifications

www.audiav.com
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Audiav’s optional fifteen (15) layer 
Signature shelf platform can be EMF / 
Magnetic Gauss shielded to “eliminate” 
problems caused by large magnet structures, 
transformers and high current devices 
forming disturbances. According to Audiav, 
their Signature Shelving system is the 
world’s only thermally isolated, precisely 
layered 2” thick shelf with patented EMI 
/ RFI induction shielding, ESD protection, 
vibration & jitter absorption layering which 
is said to block unwanted interference while 
allowing massive weight handling. Element 
shields are layered in precise order to block 
all forms of radiation / induction. Sidebar 
supports are easily unlocked with infinite 
height adjustment. Signature Shelving can 
also be ordered with a high-mass Granite 
top.   

If you think Audiav’s Signature Shelving 
is impressive, imagine using the shelf 
platforms with a virtually infinitely 
adjustable framework that holds large & 
heavy equipment, while allowing you to 
add, move and remove shelving, as system 
needs change. The adjustable shelving in 
Audiav’s Crystal Series allows the heights of 
each shelf to be adjusted to make the rack 
look like it was custom designed for any 
equipment and setup. And since the design 
is modular, you can custom design around 
any number of equipment and attach other 
racks to form large entertainment centers.   
Very cool.  

Inspecting the design of this rack, I noted 
how inert the shelves were.  They made 
a thud sound when I tapped on them.  
The columns had a bit of a hollow sound 
to them, but Audiav claims you can mass 
load them if you desire.  I didn’t take that 
additional measure as I didn’t have lead shot 
or dry sand to take advantage of it.  The side 

rails also had a hollow sonic signature when 
tapped.  I was surprised Audiav didn’t do 
more to deaden them, but considering that 
the shelving system is very inert and floating 
on the rack framing, this is probably a minor 
concern at best.  Also mass loading the 
columns at the factory would lead to higher 
shipping which is not in the best interest of 
the manufacturer or consumer. In speaking 
with Audiav about this, they informed me 
that they do offer fascia kits which can 
reduce the “hollow” sound should that be 
a concern.  

Set-Up
Never have I seen an A/V Rack better 

packed than this one.  Everything was 
double wrapped and boxed, neatly separated 
by parts, and logically arranged for easy 
identification.  From the moment I began 
unpacking this product, I knew I was dealing 
with a world class manufacturer that prides 

itself in quality of workmanship, while 
respecting the consumer by ensuring their 
product will arrive unadulterated by the 
local courier.  

I began the set-up process by neatly 
unpacking and separating all of the 
components, keeping the 20 “Quick Step” 
installation sheet nearby.  I have to admit, 
I was a bit overwhelmed at first, looking at 
all of the components and accessories, but 
I knew this wasn’t beyond my abilities and 
I was determined to see this product fully 
assembled in all of its glory.  

The tool kit that this A/V rack equipment 
came with was most impressive.  I especially 
loved the cat burglar style suction cups 
they supplied (which Audiav refers to as 
“one man movers”).  The purpose of this 
device is to simplify moving the shelves 
into position.  Trust me they are extremely 
useful, especially on the very heavy EMI/RFI 
upgraded shelve.  The level, ruler and OJ 
style gloves came in quite handy as well.  I 
found myself needing no additional tools 
other than what the manufacturer supplied 
to set up this rack.  In fact, I liked the quality 
of the toolset so much that I have since 
then added most of the components to my 
toolbox to use for other applications.  

The first step was to build the ladder 
portions of the rack which went together 
quite smoothly, though extra precaution 
should be heeded to ensure you twist the 

“Never have I seen an  
A/V Rack better packed 
than this one.”

Gene DellaSala




